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Ben W Ifas lofig beeh deSigning-fumitare and fiigh-end interiors as the founder of WS

Deco Group and Design-Direeter at W. Design. When it came to his own Shanghai heme,
Wau spent US$1.2 million to transform the space into a gallery-for his collectables and a

~personal sanctuary. LPchats with the veteran designer.
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home should create an environment of contentment and offer a sense
of security, warmth and comfort. Style is not so important to me; it's
just a concept and can impose limits on artistry.

My home was designed by an Italian architect who created a great space. When

| was designing the interiors, | thought I'd live here for 10 years or more and
conceived the idea of a ‘gallery’ as the simplest unit of space that could be used to showcase my
personal interests and record traces of my life as | grow older.

One of my favourite details is the mirror in the main bedroom. It has a fringe of bulbs and resembles
the mirrors found in theatre dressing rooms and it satisfies my youthful, romantic side. There is
also a hidden door on the second floor that leads into my study where | have an automated movie
projector and a couch to relax on. | love the entertainment-oriented design of the room. The Jacuzzi
on the top floor was inspired by my travels to Hokkaido.

I've been a designer for more than 20 years and I'm quite satisfied with my career and everything
I've learned. What I'm trying to do now is to dispose all that I've accumulated, empty my mind and
find a design language of my own. | believe my wide range of other interests like art, fashion and
car racing will help me to build this language.

Lately I've started collecting works of emerging artists. | look for the visual effect first, and then at the
potential of the artist. | also recently acquired a hand-made, limited-edition Harley-Davidson motorcycle.

If I don't go out a typical day might find me eating brunch in the dining room, listening to music,
updating Weibo and Wechat, and then reading a book in the Jacuzzi.

This is practically my ideal home. If | imagine without boundaries, I'd want a contemporary house by
the sea with a sunny private beach, maybe a French-style garden, and a garage with space for 10

motorcycles. M=
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WHAT I'M TRYING TO DO NOW IS TO DISPOSE ALL
VE ACCUMULATED, EMPTY MY MIND AND

FIND A DESIGN LANGUAGE OF MY OWN.
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